
RESTORATION AND THE RULES 

David Chivers - International Measurer 
offers advice to old, wooden boat owners 

The unique ability to restore older boats without sacrificing performance provides longevity for 
the Class. We know the beauty of the Dragon and it holds a special place in the world of 
classic yachts. This position enhances the reputation of the Class as a whole. 

However, the growth of interest and ownership of older wooden boats can lead to problems with 
the Class rules. Maintenance of the rules has given the Class its firm foundation and this must 
not diminish. Dragon restoration is to be encouraged, but it must be within the rules . 

I recently wrote in the International Newsletter on improvements allowed in wooden boats, but 
please do not forget that the other rules regarding the rig , sails and most importantly the 
construction. There are measurements for all parts, right down to the lifting eyes. The value 
of a Dragon is that it a 'Dragon' and not a similar looking boat. A boat outside the rules cannot 
hold a measurement certificate and will become a disappointment when regatta entry is refused . 
Please do not give yourselves or a future owner grief, and ensure your boats remain within the 
Class rules. For those of you considering restoration projects please make sure you and/or 
your boat builder has a set of up to date rules. If in doubt check your ideas before you commit 
yourself to an irreversible course. If major work is anticipated, then the project should be 
checked by a measurer during and on completion. 

I look forward to seeing more restored Dragons, but please ask if you have any queries. 

Its Your Class 
Why not get involved? 

Initiatives by the Committee require work and volunteers are 
sought for various 'positions' . If you would be interested in 
taking on any of these roles please contact the Hon Secretary . 

Coordinator for a Classics Section. There is great interest 
in Dragons as Classic Boats, and there are many cruising Dragons 
around the country. These are important members of the 
Class who we would like to encourage. 

PR Officer, a small honoraria will be available, subject to 
agreement by AGM 

Editor for the newsletter. We would like to have a second 
newsletter each year. An Editor is needed to make this possible. 
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