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Technical Notes 

Since the Notes were last publi shed t here have been quite a few new ideas 
that have appeared on various boats some ol these I have li sted bel ow. Reflect­
ing the younger and possibl~ therefor e more i nnovated group that a r e now sai ling 
Dragons, pa r t i cularly abr cad, few of these i deas have nec ess i tated actual changes 
in the rul es . In fact ~he onl~ i tems appearing on this years I. Y.R.g . Agenda was 
to confirm the bawli ng of mdraul i cs and also banni ng of anj devi ce a l tering the 
length of the forestay during the rac e. 

The major innovation, of course, being the int r oducti on of "compos ite " boats, 
i.e. G.R.P. hull with a conventional l'iooden deck. The firs t of these was Marcus 
Glass's "CHICHILLI" f ollowed by "•..,rARLORD II " and "STORM ''. Since then Borr esen 
has completed a new boat f or Klaus Oldendorf Externally this boat is very nice 
ind eed, the internal layou t is traditional Borresen a lthough he had incorporated 
~a perspex shelf at thf' front end of the cabin" , which I thought was a ver y useful 
and particularly dry way of keeping tools and the like . The boat a lso has been 
built using blast in shelf sys t em for joining deck to hull , which will also be 
us ed in Mike Fatten ' s new Dragon that i s now being finished off at Burnham. 

Ther e i s a possibility that another three or four new Dragons may be finished 
off in this way over the next s i x months, and if so sail numbers should reach 500 
some tim e next summer~ 

• More particular items of note:-
Masts: John Boyce of Burnham has acquired the necessary extruding equipment 

to make Dragon masts, and hopes to be in producti on by next Spring. At the moment 
there are no prices a vailable and dotails of fittings have to be sorteo out, but 
a lmost certainly the masts will be cheaper than impor t ing them from De~ark for 
no o ther r eason than saving s hipping and freight charges . 

Winches : Lewmar have confirmed that their br and of small winches can be 
supplied with bottom action handle cost approximately £51.50 . + v:A.T. 

An Al terna ti ve to Runn er Winches: "DONALD DUCK" which won t his year's 
European Championships, had dispensed with their runner wheels, instead were 
using a two ended system . A run of wi r e was l ed onto a single block through 
which was l ed son.e heavy duty non-stretch rope, one end of which was led back 
to the cleat beam at the halliad drop, and the other t hrough a turning b lock 
and ·onto a six t o one purchase which in t urn l ed to a cleat on the side of the 
combing by the main s heet traveller. The block on the wire pulled afterwards on 
two lengths of shock cord led to the stern of the boat . This is the first block 
system I ha ve seen that seems to have any chanc.e of success . The c rew of "DONALD 
DUCK" said it worked extremely well On the beat the technique v1as to use "coarse" 

•
adjustment, take the slack out of the run of wire when it was just clear of the 
leward side of the mainsail. 'when the~ tack one of the crew merely took up all 
the strain on the six to one purchase. When they came to tack again the onl~ 
thing to be let off was this fine adjustment rope which was on a retaining line, 
but there was no need to either l et off any mo r e wi r e or take up any slack. I 
think, howeve r , that it might take ~ fai rly strong crew t o make tr~s s~stem work 
really well, but I am sure that a number of boats will be using it next Season. 

Spinnakers: A ver y large number of boats have now di spensed with their 
chutes and are using the launch system from the cockpit. This , of course, 
necessitates very long spi nnaker sheets. One or two boats have devised a 
stainless steel protector to stop the shee ts sn~gging around the bottom of 
the forestay. 

Mainsail Control: Again a nunber ofboats have this year been experimenting 
with taking the main sheet contr ol aft so that the crew can adjust whilst sitting 
out to weather. The Americans had t hem all coming up through the fl oor to a mini 
cleat beam situated ac r oss t he boat jus t under the main sheet traveller. I could 
not see how they could r eally r each this s itting out to weather in any weight of 
wind. The Austrians led their Cunningham & Kicker control s out t hrough the top 
of the coach r oof. This was probably the s impl est s:ystem , it was probably 
difficult to get a good pur chase, it certainl y didn ' t add anything to the 
look of the boat. "WARLORD' s " a r e led aft under the deck and come up through 
the deck by the cl eat beam, and t he Finn, "WHITE LADY" led ki ck back stay control 
with matching cleats either side of the traveller. It was also interesting to 
note that "WHITE LADY'' had no drum ·w i nc hes on board and was ge tting the power for 
kicker by l eading a double ended wire strap through a double bl ock on the floor 
and then up to a· three to one pur chase on ei ther side to give the necessary power. 
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Techni cal Notes (c ontinued) 

Through Deck Spinnaker Sh8ets: Several boats have a lso devis ed systems to 
take the spinnaker sheet down through the st8rn deck and then up through the side 
deck halfway between the end of the cockpit and the s hrouds . Bearing in mind the 
number of times we got our spi nnak€·!' s hE ets into sorneth i ng appr oaching a ea ts 
cradl e, I thi nk thi s is somethi ng we might introduce before next Season! 

Philip Tolhurst . 

FLEET REPORTS 

CULTRA The Summer of 1980 for the Royal North of Ireland Yacht Club Dragon 
Cl ass proved to be ~ost i nteresti ng. Very generous sponsorship for the Edi nburgh 
Cup fr om the Nor thern Bank Ltd. and support fr om a number of other sponsors . made 
the r unning of the event pos3ible a t Cultra . 

The Edinburgh Cup was a keenly cont ested event run in very variable weather 
cond i t i ons which gave Tony O' Gorman from Kinsal e the opportunity to show hi s ski ll , 
and he was a worthy wi nner of the event i n his yacht "GALAX". James Ni xon of Royal 
North, steering " JOSEPHINE", was sec ond , Mike Cotter of D.lblin Bay i n "TARASQUE" 
was t hird, and Robert Boyd of Royal l'Jorth, i n "PUFF" was fourth . 

· Ther e was ver y cons i derable disappoi ntment and a feel i ng of having been badly 
l et down by the complete l~ck of a~ EP~lish entr y. As the cost of t r avel was given 
as the main reason for not attending t he event, I ieel this could seri ous l y affect 
t he r unni ng of future Edinburgh Cup Events in Northern I reland . 

Pri or to the Edinburgh Gup, Royal North of Ireland Yacht Cl ub ran the Irish • 
National Champi onships for a truly magnificent Trophy, presented b} Cavan Cr ystal 
Tony O' Gorman was again t~e winneP, showing h i s fantastic abil i t y to make the most 
of any change in Wlnd d i rection. Second came "REBEL" helmed b:y Dr . G. Treacy of 
Dublin Bay. 

A ver y full programme of social events was a r ranged for competi tors , and it is 
a ques ti on wheth er the r acing or the late n i ghts requir ed the grea t e r stami na . 

Club r ac i ng for. Points was domi nated by Bobby Graham i n hi s new pur chase 
"SOUWESTER " as he won the Beck Regatta Trophy, two of the Season ' s Points and the 
Champi onship . The l ate Season 1 s Points was won by Er i c Robb i n "VI VI" . 

Dragon r ac i ng i ri Belfast Loueh is in a very healthy state wi t h ac ti v8 Cl a ss es 
at Royal Nor th and Royal Ulster, and also the arri val of Dragons at Carrickf e r gus. 
Dragons at Killyleagh Yacht Club a r e withi n easy reach of Events i n Bel fast Lough 
a nd vi ce ver sa . 

The use of r oad t r a i lers for Dragon t r ansport is now ver y much i n evi dence , 
and will , I hope , lead to l ess difficul ty i n reachi ng Events at a reasonabl e cost, 
and r educe s hipp i ng and mai ntenar,ce charges. · 

Eri c Robb. 

LO'lESTOFT The Season at Lowestoft has been one of the most successful fo r • 
many year s. We are a ll delighted that the number of boats is now on t he i ncrease 
and next year we s hould have twe l ve or more Dragc ns in t he Fleet . Thi s year "THERI O" 
(Tom Gill ) r ejoined the Fleet; Davc.d Cannell completed the renovati on of "CRUSADER " 
and we wer e parti cularl y pleased t o welcome a new member Chr i s Cl ayden who has 
acquired "TYRA". Ri chard Clarke has purcr..ased "MYSTERE" ( f r C'!Tl Gord on Mellor) -
we wer e sorry not to see Ri chard sailing thi s y ear but we l ook forward to "MYSTERE" 
be i ng l aunched next Season . A number of other RNSYC member s are t hinki ng about 
buyi ng Dragons and I an Anderson Pe ter Colby and Coli n Bothway may yet be 
per suaded to buy new or newer boats. \H th so much inter est i n t he c l ass, t he 
Lowestoft Fleet has . good reas on to b e optimisti c about t h e Jutur e·. 

Four boats went to Levington f o r c he East Coast Dragon Champi onshi ps - despite 
the weather cond i tions we had a trer. .endous weekend both on and off the water , and 
our thanks t o Ri cha r d Ri ggs and his merr~ band of helpers for thei r excellent 
or ganisati on. The Lowestoft June Regatca was wel l attended and we wer e pl eased 
to have good r epresentation from Aldeburgh. In ,July "INDROS " travell ed to 
Douarner nez for the French Champi ons h i ps - thi s pr oved t o be a most enjoyable 
event and apar t from the never ending 1 r ui t de r,;e r and wine, we had some very 
enter tai ni ng yachti ng. D.lring the last wee kend o f September we held our annual team 
match agai nst the "CI RCUS " which is now being led by Sir Gordon Smith. vnly two out 
of three r aces wer e sailed and although each side ~;·on one race, the match was 
dec i ded i n favou r of the vi~i t i ng team on the bas is that points were more i mportant! 
There wer e sever al nominations for the "Balls - up" trophy which was eventual l y 
awar ded to Pat Dyas - a nur'lber of helmsmen could have been suitab l e winners f or 
their mi sdemeanours on the w<~ter, but nobody cou l d beat Pat's effort in f or getting 
t o bring the trD;; Jzy from his o:f fice cesk. 


